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Alex Barr says— 


NATIONALISTIC PRIDE — CAUSE OF BANKRUPT CLUBS 


On Wednesday “The Age” carried 
a story with thé headline “Soccer 
clubs in trouble — most in the Red”. 
Worth while noting that this is about 
the only story on soccer this season, 
other than previews and match reports 
— however, that may be another 
story. 

The article went on to say that 
most State League clubs are in a pre- 

rious financial position, and many 

ce bankruptcy. It was further 
claimed that the gross debts of the 
clubs could amount to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. As none of the 
clubs except Hakoah would state 
what their losses are, I wonder how 
this figure was arrived at. 

Hakoah’s president, Mr. George 
Weinberg, said his club was $12,000 
in debt despite the team’s successful 


’ season on the field and currently hold- 


ing second-top position. The plight 
of the other clubs for the present is 
hidden in the minds of the respective 
committees. 

As Hakoah has come right out in 
the open, let’s deal with them first. 


How in goodness’ name can a club . 


bearing. the name “Hakoah” (which 
means strength in Yiddish) and is 
comprised 99% British and non- 


, Jewish.players ever hope to attract a 


big following? 

I know what the committee will 
say: “We have to retain the Jewish 
connection or many of our wealthy 
patrons will pull out.” Well, it is 
patently obvious that the present sys- 
tem is a flop. Therefore it is time to 
change the set-up. What earthly good 
is there in retaining a set-up which 
isn’t practical? 

I feel quite sure that if any of our 
astute Jewish businessmen were to 
ponder the question seriously they 
would all agree that the public image 
of a product, a company or a soccer 
team, is vital. The current image of 
the Middle Park club is neither my 
ear nor my elbow. 


Without exception, every soccer 
writer in Victoria and even interstate 
has at some time urged that national- 
istic names be ‘scrubbed. Steps are 
under way for that to happen here 
in Victoria and it will be a damn fine 
thing when jt happens. 

To the next point. Nationalistic 
pride causes some people to try to 
ensure that their team is up among 
the top, and, regardless of cost, and 
often without sufficient soccer know- 
ledge, go on a wild spending spree 
buying alleged stars. 

These so - called - never - will - be 
players find themselves hoisted from 
the’ obscurity of some very junior 
Scettish soccer club, where they are 
lucky to earn pocket. money, and sight 
unseen are paid signing-on fees and 
promised payments completely out of 
proportion and unrelated to their 
ability. 

Most of these players are decent 
blokes who do their best for the 
team, and I for one don’t blame them 
for cashing in on the foolishness of 
the clubs. But to get down to brass 
tacks, surely the team’s drawing power 
at the turnstiles is the yardstick 
which should be used to measure the 
value of the players themselves. 

Soccer players are entertainers, as 
such should entertain, if not the cur- - 
tain comes down and they go out of 
work like any other entertainer in 
show. business. 

It is claimed that attendances at 
soccer are declining, and the question 
being asked is: “Why are the public 
staying away?” Let’s take it another 
way. Why do people follow any 
sport? Answer — to be entertained 
and derive some pleasure. 

Brighter cricket is one catchcry — 
what’s wrong with footie is another. 
It all boils*down to one thing: The 
public is becoming more discriminat- 
ing and more demanding of value 


for their money. 


(Continued on page 4) 








In Football RIVERLAND Time is % Time 
In Soccer RIVERLAND Time is 2 Time 


For Children, Mothers and Fathers 
RIVERLAND Time is any Time 
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SATURDAY 

GEORGE CROSS LIONS 
1. KASTNER 1. CARMICHAEL 
2. FERGUSON 2. SCHWARZ 
3. SACCO 3. SMITH 
4, IRELAND 4. MURNEY 
5. CAIRNS 5. WALKER 
6. TRUSZKOWSKI 6. VAN ZIEST 
7. CASSAR 7. REID 
8. SANCHEZ * ¢8. ANDERSON ’ 
9. McCALLUM 9. ROSEWEIR 
10. GARDINER 10. ROONEY 
11. CAMPBELL 11. SMART 
12. ARMOUR 12. ALDIS 


Reserve Goalkeeper, SNOPKOWSKI 


Reserve Goalkeeper, EVANS. 


OFFICIALS 
Referee, Mr. HARRISON. Linesmen, Messrs. VERNIER and FINNEGAN. 





LIONS LOOK LIKE LOSING 
By Alex Barr 


Lions’ lackadaisical look belies the 
ability of the side, which has tons of 
talent but appears to be pulling in 
opposite directions or not at all. 
Unless there is a vast improvement 
in teamwork from the last game I 
saw them play, George Cross must 
be red-hot favorites to win and climb 
at least one rung of the League ladder. 


With Hakoah, in No. 2 position, 
opposed by Polonia, No. 3, something 
has to give, and if George Cross can 
give its goal average a boost it will 
be well in the running. 


Two weeks ago on top, George 
Cross’ slump is hard to analyse. 
Admittedly they are only two points 
off the main, but nevertheless erratic 
form at this stage of the season does 
not augur well, as the competition is 
without question the toughest ever. 
The number of drawn matches proves 
this point. 

Morson may return to the side this 
weekend and this will stabilise the 
defence, although no-one could criti- 
cise Eddie Sacco, who stood-in last 
round. I felt that possibly Sacco had 
lost some pace after his sojourn in 
the reserves, but he acquitted himself 


well and was in no way responsible 
for the side’s loss. 

The McCallum-Walker duel should 
be a beauty. The Lions pivot is a 
hard-tackling player who rarely moves 
out of his ground, but against Croatia 
showed his versatility, covering both 
wings when needed. With McCallum 
happy to move around it will be a 
battle of wits between the two. 

Rooney impressed me with his con- 
trol and distribution. However, much 
of his good play was wasted when he 
repeatedly held on to the ball far too 
long and eventually lost possession 
after he had outmanoeuvred himself. 
Nonetheless George Cross will have 
to keep close tabs on him or he could 
spell danger. 

It was disturbing that some fans 
took exception to Armour’s display 
last week. He is an honest player 
who does more than his share of 
work. Give him a fair go, fans, and 
remember the great games he has 
turned in. 

Summing up: George Cross should 
win because Lions lack teamwork, 
especially in attack.- A close finish 
with goals hard to come by and the 
odd goal deciding. 
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HELP FOR NEW SETTLERS 
IN AUSTRALIA 


You'll be welcome at — 


Bank of New South Wales — Wales Corner Branch 


MIGRANT yw 
ADVISORY 
SERVICE 


Cnr. Collins & Swanston Sts., Melbourne 


Bring this programme with you 





SUNDAY 
CROATIA MELBOURNE 

1. KOVACEK 1. GERRARD 

2. McKAY, D. 2. McGOWAN 

3. GUNN 3. McDAID 

4. McARTHUR 4. GREGAL 

5. BOT 5. FOWLER 

6. RAU 6. SHANKS 

7. McMEECHAN 7. HORSFALL or STOFFELS 
8. McINTYRE 8. ABONYI 

9. VOTIJEK, W. 9. POCOCK 

10. McKAY, J. 10. SEFTON 

11. GLASER 11. MYERS 


Reserve Goalkeeper, BALIC 


12. CHAUKLEY 
Reserve Goalkeeper, MARRFY 


OFFICIALS 
Referee, Mr. RADULOVIC. Linesmen, Messrs. ALEXANDROU and LUCAS. 





LEAGUE LEADERS LOOK LIKELY 
By Alex Barr 


Croatia, League leader, should have ;.- 


little trouble in disposing of Méel- 
bourne, which is having its worst 
season ever. Mobility is the key and 
I feel Croatia will give Melbourne 
the runaround for most of the game. 

The ,visitor must have gained 
heart from snatching a point from 
the erstwhile leaders, Hakoah, last 
week, but even this fillip to their con- 
fidence ‘will not be enough to bridge 
the gap in ability. 

In fairness to Melbourne it must 
be pointed out that the team has 
been dogged by injury all season and 
rarely fields the same team twice for 
this reason. The selectors have even 
been accused of picking the side with 
a pin. One week I remember Mel- 
bourne had their No. 4 goalkeeper 
in the side because the other three 
were injured or ill. 

Croatia’s new signing, Peter Davis, 
could provide another headache for 
the visitors, if he is fielded. It is the 
depth of strength the home team has 
which must swing the game their 
way. ‘Every player is fighting for his 
place and this shows in their approach 
to the game. 


I feel the pattern of play will be 
Croatia battering away at Melbourne’s 
defence, achieving a breakthrough, 
then hammering home the advantage. 
Goals at this stage of the season are 
vital and this, I feel, is Croatia’s 
chance to boost its average, which at 
present stands at a handsome 2.00 
Good figures in anyone’s language. 

Strikes me that for the first time 
ever Footscray-J.U.S.T. supporters 
will be barracking for Croatia. After 
all, their teams’ only hope of remain- 
ing in top company depends on Mel- 
bourne losing every match and the 
Footscray side continuing from where 
they left off last week. Interesting 
thought, though, isn’t it? 





THIS WEEKEND AT OTHER 
GROUNDS 


SATURDAY 


Polonia v. Hakoah ge Oo 


Ringwood City v. Footscray-J.U.S.T. & ~/ 


SUNDAY 


= Juventus v. Alexander 
* §.M.-Hellas v. P.M.-Slavia 


Footscray .... 


CLUB CORNER 


CROATIA 
Croatia supporters and committee 
are rubbing their hands with glee. 
Newly arrived from the U.K., link 


man Peter Davis, tall, powerfully 
built, with nine Welsh international 


“caps under his belt, has settled in 


well and after only three days here 


_is starring at practice. 


Twenty-six years old, he played 
with Merthyr Tydfil in the Welsh 
League, then joined Newport City 
and figured in a great match when 
Newport knocked Cardiff City out of 
the Welsh Cup two seasons ago. It 
is the ease with which he has acclima- 
tised which is pleasing the club, also 
the fact that in the words of Frank 
Burin, the club secretary, “He is a 
really nice fellow and we are happy 
to have him among us”. ° 


(Continued ‘from page 1) 


I am not claiming this to be a 
panacea .. . but if the message can 
get through to the coaches and the 
players — entertain the public, give 
90 minutes of action, instil some life 
into the game, then I feel we can turn 
the corner and get. back on the road 
to prosperity for players and -clubs 
alike, and of great importance regain 


old supporters, and .-win many | 
‘thousand new ones. 
Substitute any other club for 


Hakoah and the picture is the same. 
I merely used Hakoah because they 
have. at least made.a definite state- 
ment, and full marks to them for 
their action. 





* 


GEORGE CROSS 
The committeé* wishes to express 


- Strongly its disgust at the behaviour 


of some supporters after last week’s 
match, and points out that disturb- 
ances of this nature will not be tole- 
rated under any circumstances. The 
committee has a duty to protect mem- 
bers and players and. intends tis take 
strong measures to ensure there is no 
repetition of assaults of this kind. 

Incidents of this nature harm the 
good name of the club, and the per- 
sons responsible for the outburst are 
not welcome as supporters. The 
committee wishes to sincerely apolo- 
gise to anyone who was in any way 
inconvenienced and again warns that 
hooliganism in future will be prose- 
cuted to the full extent of the law. 

A final farewell to Father Galea 
will take place at St. Mary’s Hall on 
Sunday, July 22. Tickets for the 
National Malta Day Ball may be 
obtained by ringing any of the fol- 
lowing numbers: 337-8231, 306-4469 
or 91-4849. 





NEXT WEEKEND’S DRAW 
Saturday 
P.M.-Slavia v. Polonia, Olympic Park 
Melbourne v. George Cross 
Lions v. Ringwood City 


Sunday 


Alexander v. S.M.-Hellas, 
Olympic Park 


Hakoah v. Croatia 
Footscray v. Juventus 





ALL PLAYERS AT OLYMPIC PARK ARE PROVIDED WITH RIVERLAND ORANGES. 
RICH IN VITAMIN C. FOR GOOD HEALTH. 





STATE LEAGUE LADDER 





George Cross .... .... 
Alexander .... .... .... 
P.M.-Slavia .... 2... 2: 
Ringwood City .... .... 
Lions ...0 0.0 wwe 
Juventus 2.0... o, 
Melbourne ......... .... 
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